UWIC / AHRC 2010 STUDENTSHIP COMPETITION

Introduction to AHRC funded postgraduate awards

The AHRC offers full-time and part-time postgraduate studentships under three schemes:

Doctoral Awards

AHRC funded Doctoral Awards provide support for students (full-time or part-time)

undertaking doctoral study. It is a scheme that is open both to applicants who will

be starting their research study and to current research students who have already

completed part of their programme (so long as at least 12 full-time months or 20

part-time months of the registered period remain). Applicants should apply for a

doctoral award even if their initial registration is as an MPhil student, so long as

the aim is to upgrade to PhD after the probationary period. Doctoral awards are

normally a maximum of 3 years' full-time (or 5 years' part-time) duration.

Research Preparation Master's (RPM)

AHRC funded Research Preparation Master's Awards provide support for students

(full-time or part-time) who are undertaking a Master's degree that will prepare

them for doctoral research (i.e. a research-led taught Master's or an MPhil) .

Professional Preparation Master's (PPM)

AHRC funded Professional Preparation Master's Awards provide support for students

(full-time or part-time) undertaking postgraduate study which develops high-level skills and competencies as a preparation for professional practice in a field relevant to the content of the programme. Both Master's and Postgraduate Diploma programmes are eligible.

Master's awards (RPM and PPM) are for a minimum of 9 months full-time (or 12 months part-time) and for a maximum of 12 months full-time (or 24 months part-time).

Applicants should be aware that competition for AHRC awards is very fierce.

Funding is limited which means that only very high quality applications can be successful. In the 2008 round of awards, AHRC published data show that 80% of Doctoral awards, 98% of Research Preparation awards and 84% of Professional Preparation awards were won by applicants who achieved first class degrees.

2. The AHRC 'Studentship Competition'

The Arts and Humanities Research Council have invited UWIC to submit five applications to the 2010 Studentship Competition.  This number has been set at an institutional level and R&E Services will be coordinating the submission. Schools will organise internal competitions and select five doctoral and five Masters students to go forward to the UWIC Selection Panel which will meet on the 26th of March. The five students, selected by the Selection Panel to go forward to the AHRC competition will be guided through the process by a member of staff in R&E Services. 

3. Application process

Applicants for an AHRC award (except for PhD students part-way through their research programme) should have applied to UWIC through the normal applications process for entry onto the programme concerned, and be in receipt of an offer of admission (unconditional or conditional) by the time of submitting the application for AHRC funding.

However in the first instance students should contact the school where they wish to undertake their study. The school will provide information on the internal mechanism in place to support students interested in apply for AHRC funding. 
CSAD 

Debbie Savage 

dsavage@uwic.ac.uk
Education 
Gary Beauchamp

gbeauchamp@uwic.ac.uk
4. Eligibility criteria
There are two types of awards; Full award (fees plus maintenance stipend) and a fees only award. In order to be eligible for one of these awards a student must meet certain conditions relating to residency. The AHRC requires that candidates for awards must have a relevant connection with the United Kingdom and has outlined how this connection can be established in their guide to student eligibility. 
Applicants must have gained an undergraduate degree from a recognised university, or be a current undergraduate expecting to graduate before 31 July 2010. Those applying for a doctoral award should normally have, or be studying for a Master's degree

For further information regarding eligibility for AHRC studentships, it is important that applicants refer to the AHRC web site:

http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/FundingOpportunities/Documents/Guide%20to%20Student%20Eligibility.pdf
5. The UWIC Selection Panel - Assessment Processes 
Please note the UWIC Selection Panel will not accept nominations directly from students. 
Applications for AHRC funded awards will be assessed by the UWIC Selection Panel. The Dean of Research, Dean of Graduate Studies, Learning and Teaching Development Unit Manager and a member of staff from R&E Services will sit on the panel 
The Panel will agree a grade for each application that reflects an assessment of the entire application, including the information and evidence provided about the applicant's ability, aptitude, commitment and preparedness for the programme, and the quality of work that will be produced. 

It is important that all who are involved in completing the application form do their best to provide as full and complete evidence as possible to enable the Selection Panel to make a fair judgement.

The referees' reports and evidence of previous results form an integral and important part of each application. Referees should address the questions asked of them as fully and as honestly as possible, commenting in detail on the applicant's work and his/her preparedness for the proposed programme.

Each application will be judged on its own merits using the following criteria:

Doctoral awards:

- quality of the applicant

- preparedness of the applicant – for the proposed project and future career

- quality and feasibility of the research project (including ethical issues)

Master's awards (Research Preparation and Professional Preparation):

- quality of the applicant

- preparedness of the applicant – for the proposed study and future career

- quality and feasibility of the proposed study

Applicants are advised to refer to the assessment criteria when completing their application form. 

The University of Wales Institute, Cardiff is committed to promoting equality and diversity in all of its practices and activities, including those relating to student admission and studentship nomination, and to working by the following principles: fairness; transparency; professionalism; accessibility; consistent application of policy and procedure. 
6. Notifying the AHRC of studentship nominations

R&E services will contact the School coordinators to advise which students have been selected to go forward to the AHRC Competition. The nominated students will be guided through the Je-S submission process by a member of R&E Services and the School coordinator. 

Students are asked on the application form to indicate whether they have applied to more than one institution for an AHRC Studentship. Students should note that if they are offered more than on studentship place by different institutions they must choose which one to accept before the institution confirms the nomination to the AHRC. If the AHRC receives more than one nomination form for the same student, they reserve the right to reject all nominations and applications for that student.

7
Essential Reading

Please click on the links below or go directly to the AHRC website and follow links to the Studentship competition.
AHRC Studentship Competition 2010 
Guide to Student Eligibility
Studentship Terms and Conditions
Guide to Student recruitment and nomination  

8. Timetable

The following is the timetable set by Research and Enterprise Services for the scheme. Each school will have their own internal deadlines to meet these so please contact them directly for details. 
	Deadline for receipt of applications from Schools 


	 4.30 pm Friday 19th of March 

R&E Services 

	UWIC Selection Panel  Meeting 


	26 March 2010 

	School and students notified of outcomes


	07 April 2010

	Deadline for submission to AHRC


	06 May 2010


9.  Checklist 
If you are interested in applying for this funding, these are things that you need to do 

· Contact your chosen school, 
· Contact possible Supervisor / Course Leader

· Read the AHRC Guides on the scheme
· Contact two referees who are willing and able to provide the level of detail required by the AHRC. 
· Complete the relevant UWIC AHRC Application form with support of school. 
